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THEATER

Gorilla Tango gives young theater
agroups a chance

By JACK HELEIG
Oily Herald
Theafer Crific

Fosted Thursday, hay 21, 2007

5o to the Gorilla Tango Theatre at 19149
M. Milwaukee Ave. in Chicago's
Bucktowen neighborhood and you will
find a small, wibrant theater, camved out
af an old commercial space. The
space looks inviting, and the schedule
is packed with shows, both in the
evening and during the days on
weekends, when a play pitched to
yvoung adults, a PG-rated version of
"Cinderella” is perfarmed in the
children's theater slot.But there is a
difference between the Gorilla Tango
Theatre and ywour average young
hopeful theater compary. The Garilla
Tango Theatre was conceived as a
place where other young theaters could
come and produce theirwork as well as a place where the Gorilla Tango Theatre itself could
perfarm.

The theater complex is the brainchild of Dan Abbate, who calls himselfthe CEOQ of the operation.
He came up with the idea for Gorilla Tango Theatre while he was a student at the Liniversity of
Mewy Mexico, Albuguergue.

"Befare gaing to the University of Mew Mexico, | had spent a lot of time in Chicago's theater
scene” Ahbate said. "l studied at Second City. Then | went to [mprovObmpic. was in
productions atWrEP and Live Bait”

[n Albuguergue, Abhate missed performing, so he put together a small improv troupe where he
could blow off steam after classes.

“I'wanted to do itright" Abbate said. "So | looked around to rent a storefront.” And that's when two
things hit kim.

The first, make the theater safe and legal, which was going to cost a lot of money. And second, it
was hetter to own than to rent.

That's when he bought a space in downtown Albuguergque, which at the time was being
redeveloped, and renovated it.

“We had two theaters," Abbate said. "One with 200 seats downstairs and one with 100 seats
upstairs.”

To help pay his mortgage, he rented out the space to ants groups - theater companies and music
producers - and that's when Abbate had his third realization: He could build a business around
praviding a space and ticketing services to other, small arts organizations.

Ahbate apened his space in July 2004 and soon, with building management and rehearsals for
his improv troupe, the Gorilla Tango Theatre was taking all of his time. Abbate dropped out of the
LIniversity of Mew Mexico to devote himself full-time 1o his theater.

Ahbate had a success on his hands. But he wasn't satisfied with being a hig fish in a small
pond.

“I'wanted to bring it back to Chicago" Abbate said. "Albuguergque wasn't Chicago. twasn't my
home. 5o | said we are going to make another Gorilla Tangao Theatre. Let's make the second one
in Chicago. "

Immediately he started looking far a building to buy and renovate in Chicago. After a long search,
hie found a space in Chicago, near both the Kennedy and the Blue Line on the CTA""We bought
the space in Adgust 2006 Abbate said. "and were in operation by Dec. 1, 2006."

Even before he had found a building, hie was looking for outside producers to use his space. He
put a series of ads on the online service, craigslist.ory, and began spreading the word of his new
theater company and space.

"By the time we opened our doors, we were hooked through April " Abbate said, smiling.

Has producing and managing a theater taken time away from Abhate's performing? Abhate
denies it, pointing to the fact that he still perdorms twice 2 week in his improv troupe. And has
bieen in several other ariginal Garilla Tango Theatre productions.

Like a ot ofyoung theater people, he juggles two jobs. Itis just that his straight job is owning and
running a theater complex.

"“Theateris a business " Abbate said. "Gorilla Tango gives producers a chance to focus on their
productions”

You can find out more about Gorilla Tango Theatre and ahout upcoming productions by visiting
won garillatango.comichicagolindex htm.
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