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Everyone spoofs

Theater's hottest trend sends up 'Jersey Shore," Twilight' and Mayor Emanuel
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Llgly friends have feelings too. "sometimes | wake
up in a tub, and sometimes | wake up in a ferret
cage,” sings one of the grenade girls in "Jerzey
=hore: The Musical " a spoof show now playing to
packed houses in Lakeview.

| The show, put on by sketch troupe 4 Days Late at
=tudio BE, satinzes sex with grenades (aka ugly
chicks), Sammi and Ronnie's arguments, The

Situation's abs, and plenty of other things we love/hate about the East Coast crew wha tans far a living.

Anna Schlegel az Snooki

The onstage spoof—a parody or satire of an original work—izn't limited to reality T shows. In fact, there
are many pieces of pop culture being spoofed in Chicago right now: superheroes ("You're Mot My Captain,
America”), gaming ('Boobs and Goombas: A Super Mario Burlesque” and "Fellowship of the Boobs: An
LOTR, Waovy, DE&D, RPG Burlesque™) and classic sci-fi (A Nude Hope: A Star Wars Burlesque™). Local
cultural icons are getting lampooned as well—Annoyance Productions is enjoying success with "Cprahl
A Comedyl Live Your Best Laugh” and "[Bleep] You, | Love You, Bye: The Rahm Emanuel Story "

Related But wait, there's more: Garilla Tango is producing two maore
' ' " new nerd burlesque shows this yvear ("Boobs of Khan: A Star
Trek Burlesque" and "Areola Jones and the Temple of Boobs™)

and remounting a fangbangers spoof ("True Twilight: A Glee
Club Musical™.

. =0 what's with all the spoof shows? Certainly, in rough

STG\E-‘;: Parndies,ga’[ires S v e ThE econamic times, theater companies want to choose material
schedule likely to fill seats. It seems to be working: While some parody
praductions have demanstrated maore lasting power than
others, not one of the theater companies RedEye spoke with
can recall a spoof it produced that turned out to be a complete
flap.

"Feaple grawitate toward that which they know " =said
Annoyance Praductions artistic director Mick Mapier, whao has
been producing satinc shows since 1957, "And that which they
Topics know rmade fun of i1s even more fun for them."

STORY: Snooki's inthe house

® Television Timing seems to be the key to choosing subject matter that

connects with audiences.
& Muzic Thesater

"I 'would never put The Brady Bunch' up right now; it's kind of

% D waaaaay done. But back then, 20-some years after it was an
See more topics = television, it was time to revisit that," MNapier said. [ think it's
Just a matter of ... where people are and where the universal
. CONSCIOUSNESS I5.
The 2012 Ford Flex Annoyvance's "Hahm" show takes quirky facts about our new
|s Mot vour Qrdinary Crossaver! hizzoner—hallet, anyone?—and incorporates them into larger-

Fesearch the 2012 Ford®& Flex.

than-life fictional scenarios—in this case, giving him a
LEE

demanding dominatrix of a ballet instructor to show how that
The VA Home Loan Centel shaped his character. But the "Jlersey” cast has a different
Yeterans & Active Duty Home Loans. |0 approach.
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vy W AMortgageCenter com "mhooki wears a lot of leopard print and whines a lot," said 4
=3 gLy Days Late artistic director Erin Lane. "JWowaw wears shirts
Zipcar Car Sharing : fora
Find Zipcars In Chicago, Join Today Get that show off the ladies, but maintains a rather bully,
$50 Free Driving. Gas Included. masculine way of carrying herself. And Sammi mopes around
v Zipcar com in pajamas and tight dresses with honizontal rips down the
back. But we're not doing impressions. VWe've created
characters inspired by the real people, which 1z why Angelina
Iz played by a man [Mate Stoner].”

=0 if spoof shows are here to stay—at least for the foreseeable future—does that mean that we're on a

slippery artistic slope to social irrelevance? Mot at all, says Lane, wha believes that a well-done parody

offers two things that we can all use right now: a good time and an opportunity for audience members to
start a conversation about what's gaoing on in the warld.

“We have something to say, and we feel like we're hitting upon something in society that 1s palpable at
this time " she said. "And | think we can make our point through this medium and make a point about
this medium at the same time.

"Plus, everyone knows the show. | watch the show, | love the show, | think it's fantastic. It's like watching
a train wreck; you can't look away. | hate myself for it but, you know—you get over it."
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