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Double Fantasy

MsPixy talks fantasy RPG burlesque, geek traits and ways to
get girls’ clothes off

By Julia Borcherts
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Does the phrase "gaming culture” conjure up imades of a world
that exists only inyour mom's basement? Think again,
sudgests Belmont Burlesque Hevue founding member
M=Pixmy—a self-proclaimed nerd with a bachelor's degree in
directing, a minor in dance and improy training from
comedySporz and The Second City Consematan—auwho brings
newy rmeaning to the term "fantasy role-playving game.™

Last Octoher, MsFiy created "Boohs and Goombas: A Super
Mario Burlesgue," a striptease parody of the classic video
garme, which she wrote and directs. fs success spawned
"Fellowship ofthe Boobs: A LOTR, Waowy, D&D, RPG
Burlesogue," a sexy homage to "Lard ofthe Rings," "World of
Warcraft,""Dungeons and Dragons" and other role-playing
games. We called herto find out more about how she's
planning to save the world—aor at leastyvour quest for an
evening out.

What inspired you to combine geek pursuits with burlesque?
izarilla Tango approached me to direct a showe. | don't
remember if itwas me saving, "Well, if 'write it, it's going to be a
herd show 'cause I'm a nerd,” or if it was them—they had seen some photos from
a"BtarWars" burlesgue show in LA which sparked their interest. And they were
specifically interested in sketch comedy-burlesgue blend. They didn't want just
hurlesque number, bhurlesque number, burlesque number, comedian, burlesgque
numhber, burlesque numhber. They wanted to see something that was actually a
story that had the striptease integrated into it. So | took that and ran with it.

Burlesque in What are your geek credentials?

Chicago From my youth, I'm a fantasy book nerd. And specifically bad fantasy books, like
These sizzling Mercedes Lackey's Valdermar series. I'm actually a big fan of Anne McCaffrey, all
showcases will that dragon-y stuff. And in college, [was avideo gamer, But in the last 10 years, ['ve

temptyouio come | peenfocusing on making a living in the arts, which doesn't, sadly, leave much time
infrom the... farwideo games.

Do vou wear glasses?
When I'm notwearing my contacts, |wearvery thick glasses, yves. [Laughs]

Are they broken, taped or safety-pinned?
This pair isn't bhut there have been times in my life when e been known to venture

Free Chicago into public sporting doctored facial wear. [Laughs]

theater and

g*lj";i‘é-"'; T What can people expect at ‘Fellowship of the Boobs'?

cheap! Theae i You join the characters on a quest for the icosahedron of power, which has been
shnwé wion't stolen by the evil dragon hitch—the audience is greeted by the Dungeon Master

hreak the hank and treated as though they are a character on the journey. It follows the storyline of
pursuing this object and, of coudrge, the marny enemies and obstacles they meet
along the way.

'!.‘ When you audition performers, do you look for dancing ability or nerd cred?
[ look for solid actresses first hecause my helief and my training lead me to think
that a good actress can play anything, even a dancer, if they're not a strong dancer.

Feadings and

storytelling And sorme of the crueler Yelp reviews miaht tell you [laughs] my focus is not really
around Chicago on dancing choreography. For me, this is about seeing what else there is in terms
izet lit at these fun ofways one can get a girl's clothes off. She can bump and grind and wigole her
and cozy literary hips and do fancy dancing but that's kind of already being done. [Laughs] So
events wanted to play with some alternates—what if it's a fight segquence and she loses

her clothes? What if she's already [ost her clothes and ywou see her escaping from
a spiderweh? What if she's transforming into a monster and that's how her clothes
comme offY 5o, really, the focus is less on dance and mare on the many ways you
cah explore "revealing.”

. - Do audience members ever arrive in costume?

Comedy shows in h, weah, Andwe love it [Laughs]

Chicago

Laugh your way What's your favorite?

Into summer Wit po s weas 5 gentleman with lovely, Hobhit-foot sandals on opening night of
these new sketch oy oushin "which delighted us al

and improy... ' :
What's next?

The twio shows that I've had in my hack pocket for awhile are "Boobs to the Future”
—science fiction burlesgue—and "Super Boobs, "which I'm really excited about
tight nowye. [would love to write a hurlesque superhera arigin myth [laughs] and
create a burlesgue super villain,

Stand-up comedy

in Chicago _ :

Diant miss these fnterview has beah edifed ahd condensed.
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showcases Stz Borcherts Is g Melromix special contributor. metrormixiiinibune. corm

"Fellowship of thie Boobs: A LOTR. WoW, D&D, RPG Burlesque"
See qt: Thursdays through Aug. 26 at Gorilla Tango Theatre
Tickets: 15 (18+); 773-5998-4549 gorillatango.com

save the date: "Boobs and Goombas: A Super Mario Burlesque™
2011 events Seeit: Fridays and Saturdays at Gorilla Tango Theatre
Mark your Tickets: $20 {18+); 773-598-45449: gorillatango.com
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