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Chekhov Kegstand

If there's a keq in the first act,
someone'll stand on it by the
second,

Breviewed by Centerstage!

¥Yenue: Gorilla Tango Theatre
1919 N Milwaukee Ave,
Chicago, IL 60647 % Map it

Cost: $1Z
Tickets: www . gorillatango.corn or (773) 598-4549

Author Performances

Bryan Cohen Runs April 5, 2010-Aprif 26, 2010
Styles Monday 7:30 p.m.

e Comedy

Related Info:
Official website

*Eenterstage Show Review

Reviewer: Zev Walancy
Monday Apr 05, 2010

While the differences are many, there are some profound similarities
between the characters in Anton Chekhov's plays and college
students: fear of the future, an inability to act, and a love for
drinking wodka, Lots and lots of wvodka, This is the idea for Bryan
Cohen's flawmed but promising new play, "Chelhov Kegstand," and
for all the things that don't waorlks, it's still better than a play called
"Chelhov Kegstand" has any right to be.

The play takes place in the dorm room shared by daron (Joe
Schlotter) and Greg (Stuart Berberich), best friends and roormmates
at the start of their senior year at an unidentified college. (The
soundtraclk appears to place the action in the late 1990s.) Aaron is
trying to decide whether to pursue physics or music while Greg
struggles with his lines in the soon-to-open production of "Uncle
Yanva." There are of course many other complications, involving
Lanie (Kimberly Franck), Greg's former girlfriend, currently dating
faron; Greg's attempts to date stage manager Kelly {Colleen
Sketch); and the trials of Jenny (Allison Schaffer), a tirnid girl taking
i5reqg's dating advice.

The play takes place in the dorm room shared by Aaron (Joe
Schlotter) and Greg (Stuart Berberich), best friends and roomrates
at the start of their senior year at an unidentified college. (The
soundtrack appears to place the action in the late 1990s.) faron is
trying to decide whether to pursue physics or rmusic while Greg
struggles with his lines in the soon-to-open production of "Uncle
Yanva." There are of course many other complications, involving
Lanie (Kimberly Franck), Greg's former girlfriend, currently dating
faron; Greg's attempts to date stage manager Kelly {Colleen
Sketch); and the trials of Jenny (&llison Schaffer), a timid girl taking
iSreg's dating advice.,

The show's representation of college isn't docurnentary realism, but
it's great fun to watch, and gets the crazed emotional essence of
those four years, The performances are generally engaging and fun
to watch, and there 15 some excellent verbal and physical cornedy.
The problem is the plot, It is riddled with implausibility for rost of
the show (Local critics attending a college production? Student actars
being replaced during tech? Really?) and then abruptly resaolves the
various plot lines, capped with a strange shrug of an ending.

But there's something real and likable here, It's not quite successful
yvet, but there's enough talent in the writing onstage to make the
next show from Cohen and his collaborators worth a lool,



